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What is a WILD School 
Site?

•
 

Any area of land that 
is used effectively by 
students and teachers 
as a place for learning 
where they take action 
to benefit wildlife and 
the environment.



What is a WILD School 
Site?

•
 

Any action—small or large—that is taken 
to improve habitat for wildlife and 
people.



What are the benefits 
of a WILD School Site?

••
 

For Wildlife:For Wildlife:
––

 
Providing habitat will invite Providing habitat will invite ““newnew””

 species to the school grounds.  species to the school grounds.  
If you build it, they will come!If you build it, they will come!

––
 

Providing elements of habitat can Providing elements of habitat can 
be simple or complex.  Either can be simple or complex.  Either can 
benefit wildlife and either can be benefit wildlife and either can be 
observed and measured.observed and measured.



What are the benefits 
of a WILD School Site?

•

 

For Students:
–

 

Interest is enlivened with 
the opportunity to apply 
knowledge and do something 
real.

–

 

When students learn about 
the needs of wildlife, they 
learn something about the 
needs of people.

–

 

Interdisciplinary study, 
science literacy, social skills 
and cooperative learning.



What are the benefits 
of a WILD School Site?

•
 

For Teachers:
–

 
Gives the opportunity to incorporate a variety of 
strategies, approaches, topics and experiences.

–
 

Invites novelty and freshness into teaching and 
learning that can become routine and stale.

–
 

A WILD School Site is accessible.  It does not 
require a field trip.



What are the benefits 
of a WILD School Site?

•
 

For Community:
–

 
Creates opportunities for 
non-parental community 
members to make a 
difference.

–
 

Creates ownership and 
stewardship opportunities.

–
 

An opportunity for 
parents to participate in 
their children’s education.



Wildlife Management
•

 
Wildlife

•
 

Habitat
••

 
PeoplePeople

•
 

Students
•

 
Educators

••
 

CommunityCommunity

WILD School Sites



Is any school a WILD Is any school a WILD 
School Site?School Site?

•
 

What do you think 
YOU

 
need to create a 

WILD School Site? 

Land Lab in a Box!



The Brick Wall!

•
 

Think Big!!!
 
But start small….

•
 

Get Help!!!  Or else…



The Brick Wall!
Try to think of any pitfalls that 
may hinder your site…

 
Any ideas?



The Brick Wall!

Create a 
committee!

Who should 
you 

include?



Is any school a WILD 
School Site now?

•
 

What are the features 
of a WILD School Site?

•
 

How are you using the 
site now?

Every School Site is a WILD School Site!



What Projects Can We What Projects Can We 
Do?Do?



Bird Feeders and 
Stations



Habitat and Homes for 
Wildlife



Other Habitat Projects



Other Habitat Projects



What Activities Can We What Activities Can We 
Do?Do?



What Activities Can We 
Do?



What Activities Can We 
Do?



What can the Division 
of Wildlife provide?

••
 

WorkshopsWorkshops
••

 
ConsultationsConsultations

••
 

GrantsGrants
••

 
CertificationCertification



Presenter
Presentation Notes
NWF’s Schoolyard Habitats program is one of the organization’s most successful education programs!  (educators can improvise)



For More Information:
•

 
Jen Dennison
Wildlife Education Coordinator
614-265-6316 or 
outdoor.education@dnr.state.oh.us

OR…

mailto:outdoor.education@dnr.state.oh.us


Lindsay Linkhart
District One
614-644-3925

Tom Lavergne
District Two
419-424-5000

Jamey Graham
District Three
330-644-2293

Susie Vance
District Four
740-589-9930

Kathy Garza-Behr
District Five
937-372-9261

OR…



Check out our Web site at 
www.wildohio.com

http://www.wildohio.com/
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