
Ohio’s Mussel Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
The conservation status (rank) for each species represents input from professionals in mussel taxonomy, distribution, and 
abundance.  This table is the result of technical questionnaires, workshops and reviews (see chapter Ohio’s Approach to 
Meeting the Eight Required Elements).  This table represents the best professional knowledge available at this time, and 
as such is subject to modification as additional data is obtained. 
 
Conservation 
Status Rank* 

Common 
Name 

Scientific 
Name 

Species  Listing
 
Fed          State 

Habitat 
Association 

Rangewide 
Occurrence 

Statewide 
Occurrence 

Ohio 
Population 

Trend 
1 White Wartyback Plethobasus cicatricosus EX L, M n/a n/a n/a 

2 White Catspaw Epioblasma obliquata 
perobliqa

E                          E N E D D 

3 Purple Catspaw Epioblasma obliquata 
obliquata

E                          E N E D D 

3 Pink Mucket Lampsilis abrupta  E                          E L B C S 

5 Snuffbox Epioblasma triquetra E J, K, M C B D 

6 Long Solid Fusconaia subrotunda  E K, L, M C C D 

7 Little Spectaclecase Villosa lienosa  E N B D D 

8 Pyramid Pigtoe Pleurobema rubrum  E L, M A D D 

8 Ebonyshell Fusconaia ebena E L, M A B D 

8 Elephantear Elliptio crassidens  E L, M A B D 

8 Eastern Pondmussel Ligumia nasuta  E J, K A C D 

12 Orange-foot Pimpleback Plethobasus cooperianus E                        EX L, M B n/a n/a 

13 Ohio Pigtoe Pleurobema cordatum  E L, M A C D 

13 Sheepnose Plethobasus cyphyus  E L, M A C D 

15 Purple Lilliput Toxolasma lividum  E K, N B D D 

16 Monkeyface Quadrula metanevra  E L, M A C D 

16 Slippershell Mussel Alasmidonta viridis   J, K, L, M, N A A D 

18 Winged Mapleleaf Quadrula fragosa  E                        EX L, M B n/a n/a 

18 Ring Pink Obovaria retusa  EX L, M B n/a n/a 

18 Scaleshell Leptodea leptodon EX L, M B n/a n/a 

21 Rayed Bean Villosa fabalis  E N A B D 



21 Butterfly Ellipsaria lineolata  E L, M A C D 

23 Creek Heelsplitter Lasmigona compressa  SC J, K, M, N A A D 

23 Pondhorn Uniomerus tetralasmus  T J, N A C S 

25 Rabbitsfoot Quadrula cylindrica  E                          E K, M, N A C D 

25 Wartyback Quadrula nodulata  E L, M B D D 

25 Salamander Mussel Simpsonaias ambigua  SC K, M, N A B D 

25 Fanshell Cyprogenia stegaria  E                          E L, M A C D 

29 Grooved Fingernailclam Sphaerium simile    A A D 

29 Long Fingernailclam Musculium transversum   C, K, M, O A A D 

29 Ridged-back Peaclam Pisidium compressum    A A D 

29 River Fingernailclam Sphaerium fabale    A A D 

29 River Peaclam Pisidium fallax    A A D 

29 Striated Fingernailclam Sphaerium striatinum    A A D 

35 Rough Pigtoe Pleurobema plenum  E                        EX L, M A n/a n/a 

35 Clubshell Pleurobema clava  E                          E K, M, N E C D 

37 Yellow Sandshell Lampsilis teres E L, M A C D 

37 Purple Wartyback Cyclonaias tuberculata  SC K, M, N A B D 

39 Spectaclecase Cumberlandia monodonta EX L, M A n/a n/a 

40 Washboard Megalonaias nervosa  E L, M, O B C D 

40 Threeridge Amblema plicata   J, K, L, M, N A A D 

42 Pocketbook Lampsilis ovata  E L, M A C D 

42 Round Hickorynut Obovaria subrotunda   J, K, M, N A A D 

42 Cracking Pearlymussel Hemistena lata E                        EX L, M A n/a n/a 

45 Pond Fingernailclam Musculium securis    A A D 

45 Ubiquitous Peaclam Pisidium casertanum    A A D 

47 Black Sandshell Ligumia recta  T K, M, N A B S 

48 Kidneyshell Ptychobranchus fasciolaris  SC J, K, M, N A A D 

48 Northern Riffleshell Epioblasma torulosa  E                          E J, K, L, M A D D 



50 Rainbowshell Villosa iris   J, K, N A B D 

50 Round Pigtoe Pleurobema sintoxia  SC J, K, L, M, N, O A B D 

52 Elktoe Alasmidonta marginata  SC J, K, L, M A A D 

53 Deertoe Truncilla truncata  SC J, K, L, M, O A B S 

53 Fawnsfoot Truncilla donaciformis  T J, K, L, M, O A B S 

55 Threehorn Wartyback Obliquaria reflexa  T J, K, L, M, O A B S 

56 Fat Pocketbook Potamilus capax E                        EX L, M A n/a n/a 

56 Cylindrical Papershell Anodontiodes ferussacianus   J, K, M, N A A S 

58 Fluted Shell Lasmigona costata   J, K, M, N, O A A D 

59 Flat Floater Anodonta suborbiculata   L, M A C S 

60 Creeper Strophitus undulatus   J, K, L, M, N A A S 

61 Spike Elliptio dilatata   J, K, L, M, N A A S 

61 Lilliput Toxolasma parvum   J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

61 Wabash Pigtoe Fusconaia flava   J, K, L, M, N A A S 

64 Mucket Actinonaias ligamentina  EX K, L, M A n/a n/a 

65 Pistolgrip Quadrula verrucosa   M, N A B S 

65 Paper Pondshell Utterbackia imbecillis   O A A I 

67 Wavyrayed Lampmussel Lampsilis fasciola  SC K, M, N A B S 

68 Hickorynut Obovaria olivaria EX L, M A n/a n/a 

68 Rock-pocketbook Arcidens confragosus possibly EX L A D D 

70 Fragile Papershell Leptodea fragilis   J, K, L, M, O A A S 

71 Plain Pocketbook Lampsilis cardium  J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

72 Mapleleaf Quadrula quadrula   J, K, L, M A A I 

73 Pimpleback Quadrula pustulosa   J, K, L, M A B I 

73 Pink Papershell Potamilus ohiensis   L, M, O A B I 

73 White Heelsplitter Lasmigona complanata   J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

76 Fatmucket Lampsilis radiata   J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

76 Giant Floater Pyganodon grandis   J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 



78 Pink Heelsplitter Potamilus alatus   J, K, L, M, O A A I 

NS Eastern Elliptio Elliptio complanata EX K, M n/a n/a n/a 

NS Eastern Floater Pyganodon cataracta EX K n/a n/a n/a 

* Rank derived from Conservation Status Score calculated using Millsap et al. (1990) modified for Ohio 
 
Habitat Association Key   Rangewide Occurrence Key 
A = grassland     A = extensive range (multiple states/Canada) – which includes Ohio 
B = forest     B = periphery of range is in Ohio 
C = wetlands     C = disjunct from main portion of its range; occurs in Ohio 
D = caves & mines    D = center of range in/near Ohio 
E = oak savannahs    E = very limited range with most of its rangewide population occurring in Ohio 
F = Lake Erie islands 
G = boreal communities    Ohio Population Trend Key 
H = riparian corridors    D = decreasing 
I = artificial/man-made environments  I = increasing 
J = Lake Erie     S = stable 
K = Lake Erie Tributaries   U = unknown 
L = Ohio River      
M = Ohio River Tributaries   Species Listing Key   
N = headwater and small inland streams  E = endangered 
O = man-made lakes and ponds   T = threatened 
P = natural lakes    SC = species of concern 
Q = generalist     SI = species of interest 
      EX = extirpated 
Statewide Occurrence Key 
A = broadly distributed (>30 counties) 
B = common (11-29 counties) 
C = uncommon (6-10 counties) 
D = rare (<5 counties) 
E = unknown 
 
 


