
Ohio’s Fish Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
The conservation status (rank) for each species represents input from professionals in fish taxonomy, distribution, and 
abundance.  This table is the result of technical questionnaires, workshops and reviews (see chapter Ohio’s Approach to 
Meeting the Eight Required Elements).  This table represents the best professional knowledge available at this time, and 
as such is subject to modification as additional data is obtained. 
 
Conservation 
Status Rank* 

Common 
Name 

Scientific 
Name 

Species  Listing
 
Fed          State 

Habitat 
Association 

Rangewide 
Occurrence 

Statewide 
Occurrence 

Ohio 
Population 

Trend 
1 Scioto Madtom Noturus trautmani E                          E N E D U 

2 Diamond Darter Crystallaria cincotta EX L, M B n/a n/a 

3 Popeye Shiner Notropis ariommus E K A D U 

4 Longhead Darter Percina macrocephala EX N A n/a n/a 

5 American Eel Anguilla rostrata T K, M A C U 

6 Gilt Darter Percina evides E L A D U 

7 Western Tonguetied Minnow Exoglossum laurae T N A D U 

8 Spotted Darter Etheostoma maculatum E N A D S 

9 Paddlefish Polyodon spathula T L, M A B I 

10 Northern Madtom Noturus stigmosus E N A D D 

11 Shoal Chub Macrhybopsis hyostoma E L, M B D D 

12 Bigeye Shiner Notropis boops T N A D S 

13 Ohio Lamprey Ichthyomyzon bdellium E L, M, N A D S 

14 Spoonhead Sculpin Cottus ricei EX J B n/a n/a 

15 Alligator Gar Lepisosteus spatula EX L, M B n/a n/a 

16 Mountain Brook Lamprey Ichthyomyzon greeleyi E N A D S 

17 Lake Sturgeon Acipenser fulvescens E J, K, L, M A D S 

18 Blue Sucker Cycleptus elongatus T L, M A D S 

19 Shovelnose Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus platorynchus E L, M A C S 

20 Tippecanoe Darter Etheostoma tippecanoe T M, N A D S 

21 Mountain Madtom Noturus eleutherus T N A D S 



22 Blacknose Shiner Notropis heterolepis EX J, K, N, P A n/a n/a 

23 Northern Brook Lamprey Ichthyomyzon fossor E N A D S 

24 Mottled Sculpin Cottus bairdi  J, N A B S 

25 Bluebreast Darter Etheostoma camurum  M, N A C I 

26 Silver Lamprey Ichthyomyzon unicuspis  J, K, N A C S 

27 Pugnose Minnow Opsopoeodus emiliae E N A D D 

28 American Brook Lamprey Lampetra appendix  N A B I 

29 Eastern Sand Darter Ammocrypta pellucida SC J, K, L, M, N A C S 

30 Western Banded Killifish Fundulus diaphanus menona E J, K, N, P A D D 

31 Redside Dace Clinostomus elongatus  N A B I 

32 Gravel Chub Erimystax x-punctatus  M, N A C S 

33 Least Darter Etheostoma microperca SC N A C I 

33 Cisco Coregonus artedi E J B C D 

35 Least Brook Lamprey Lampetra aepyptera  N A B I 

36 Burbot Lota lota SC J A C S 

36 Silver Chub Macrhybopsis storeriana  J, K, L, M A B I 

38 Iowa Darter Etheostoma exile E J, K, N, P A D S 

39 Goldeye Hiodon alosoides E L, M A C S 

39 Rosyside Dace Clinostomus funduloides  N B D S 

41 Streamline Chub Erimystax dissimilis  M, N A D S 

42 Bigeye Chub Hybopsis amblops  K, M, N A A S 

43 Central Mudminnow Umbra limi  N A B S 

44 Channel Darter Percina copelandi T J, K, L, M A C S 

45 Spotted Gar Lepisosteus oculatus E J, K A C D 

46 Lake Chubsucker Erimyzon sucetta T N, O A C D 

47 Longnose Sucker Catostomus catostomus E J B D D 

48 Bigmouth Shiner Notropis dorsalis T N A D S 

48 Black Redhorse Moxostoma duquesnei  J, K, L, M, N A B I 



50 Mooneye Hiodon tergisus  J, K, L, M A B S 

51 Pirate Perch Aphredoderus sayanus E N, P B D D 

52 Silver Redhorse Moxostoma anisurum  K, L, M, N A B I 

53 Variegate Darter Etheostoma variatum  M, N A B S 

54 Southern Redbelly Dace Phoxinus erythrogaster  N A A I 

55 Greater Redhorse Moxostoma valenciennesi T K, N A C S 

56 Black Buffalo Ictiobus niger  L, M A B S 

57 Lake Whitefish Coregonus clupeaformis SC J A C D 

58 Dusky Darter Percina sciera  M, N A C S 

58 Creek Chubsucker Erimyzon oblongus  N A B S 

60 Shortnose Gar Lepisosteus platostomus E L, M A D S 

61 River Darter Percina shumardi T J, K, L, M A D S 

62 Mississippi Silvery Minnow Hybognathus nuchalis EX L, M B n/a n/a 

63 River Redhorse Moxostoma carinatum SC L, M A C S 

63 Smallmouth Redhorse Moxostoma breviceps  L, M, N A B I 

65 Grass Pickerel Esox americanus 
vermiculatus

 N A A S 

66 Brook Stickleback Culaea inconstans  N B B I 

67 Hornyhead Chub Nocomis biguttatus  N A A I 

68 Scarlet Shiner Lythrurus fasciolaris  L, M, N A B S 

68 Slenderhead Darter Percina phoxocephala  M, N A B I 

70 Channel Shiner Notropis volucellus wickliffi  L, M A B I 

70 Brindled Madtom Noturus miurus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

72 Highfin Carpsucker Carpiodes velifer  L, M, N A B I 

73 Blue Catfish Ictalurus furcatus SC L, M, O A B S 

74 Longnose Dace Rhinichthys cataractae SC J, K, N A C S 

74 Orangethroat Darter Etheostoma spectabile  M, N A A I 

76 Spotted Sucker Minytrema melanops  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

76 Bowfin Amia calva  J, K, M A B I 



78 Stonecat Madtom Noturus flavus  J, K, M, N A A I 

79 River Carpsucker Carpiodes carpio  L, M A B I 

80 River Shiner Notropis blennius  L, M A B I 

80 Bigmouth Buffalo Ictiobus cyprinellus  J, K, L, M, O A B I 

80 Tadpole Madtom Noturus gyrinus  J, K, M, N A B I 

83 Ghost Shiner Notropis buchanani  L, M, N A C I 

83 Silver Shiner Notropis photogenis  K, M, N A A I 

83 Longnose Gar Lepisosteus osseus  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

86 Blackstriped Topminnow Fundulus notatus  N, O A B I 

87 Threadfin Shad Dorosoma petenense  L, M A B I 

88 Smallmouth Buffalo Ictiobus bubalus  L, M A B I 

89 Fantail Darter Etheostoma flabellare  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

89 Golden Redhorse Moxostoma erythrurum  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

91 Longear Sunfish Lepomis megalotis  K, M, N A A S 

91 Steelcolor Shiner Cyprinella whipplei  M, N A B I 

93 River Chub Nocomis micropogon  N A A I 

94 Mimic Shiner Notropis volucellus  J, K, M, N A A S 

95 Greenside Darter Etheostoma blennioides  J, K, M, N A A I 

96 Skipjack Herring Alosa chrysochloris  L, M A B I 

97 Bullhead Minnow Pimephales vigilax  L, M, N A C I 

97 Spottail Shiner Notropis hudsonius  J, K A B S 

99 Lake Trout Salvelinus namaycush SC J B D S 

100 Banded Darter Etheostoma zonale  M, N A A I 

100 Rainbow Darter Etheostoma caeruleum  K, M, N A A I 

102 Trout Perch Percopsis omiscomaycus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

103 Common Shiner Luxilus cornutus  N A B I 

103 Rosyface Shiner Notropis rubellus  K, M, N A A I 

103 Blackside Darter Percina maculata  K, M, N A A I 



106 Johnny Darter Etheostoma nigrum  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

107 Redfin Shiner Lythrurus umbratilis  K, M, N A B I 

107 Quillback Carpsucker Carpiodes cyprinus  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

107 Brook Silverside Labidesthes sicculus  J, N, O, P A A I 

107 Chain Pickerel Esox niger  N, O B C S 

111 Chinook Salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha  J, K C C S 

111 Coho Salmon Oncorhynchus kisutch  J, K C C S 

111 Pink Salmon Oncorhynchus gorbuscha  J, K C C S 

114 Spotfin Shiner Cyprinella spiloptera  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

115 Shorthead Redhorse Moxostoma macrolepidotum  J, K, L, M A B S 

116 Logperch Darter Percina caprodes  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

117 Mosquitofish Gambusia affinis  N, P B D S 

117 Silverjaw Minnow Notropis buccatus  K, M, N A A I 

119 Northern Hogsucker Hypentelium nigricans  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

120 Brown Bullhead Ameiurus nebulosus  J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

120 Yellow Bullhead Ameiurus natalis  J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

120 Central Stoneroller Campostoma anomalum  K, M, N A A I 

123 Brook Trout Salvelinus fontinalis T N A D S 

124 Sand Shiner Notropis stramineus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

124 Western Blacknose Dace Rhinichthys atratulus  N A A I 

124 Northern Studfish Fundulus catenatus  M, N A C I 

127 Emerald Shiner Notropis atherinoides  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

127 Striped Shiner Luxilus chrysocephalus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

129 Golden Shiner Notemigonus crysoleucas  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

130 Black Bullhead Ameiurus melas  J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

131 Pugnose Shiner Notropis anogenus EX J, K B\0 n/a n/a 

132 Creek Chub Semotilus atromaculatus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

132 White Catfish Ictalurus catus  L C D S 



132 Freshwater Drum Aplodinotus grunniens  J, K, L, M A A I 

135 Rock Bass Ambloplites rupestris  J, K, L, M, N, 
O, P 

A A I 

135 Bluntnose Minnow Pimephales notatus  J, K, L, M, N A A I 

137 White Sucker Catostomus commersoni  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

137 Suckermouth Minnow Phenacobius mirabilis  K, M, N A A I 

139 Pumpkinseed Sunfish Lepomis gibbosus  O A A I 

139 Fathead Minnow Pimephales promelas  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

141 Flathead Catfish Pylodictis olivaris  K, L, M, N, O A A I 

142 Warmouth Lepomis gulosus  K, M, O, P A A I 

143 Sauger Sander canadense  J, K, L, M A B I 

144 Spotted Bass Micropterus punctulatus  L, M, O A B I 

145 Northern Pike  Esox lucius  J, K, N, O B C U 

146 Rainbow Smelt Osmerus mordax  J A B I 

147 Green Sunfish Lepomis cyanellus  J, K, L, M, N, 
O, P 

A A I 

148 Orangespotted Sunfish Lepomis humilis  J, K, L, M, N, 
O, P 

A A I 

148 Blackchin Shiner Notropis heterodon EX J, K B n/a n/a 

150 Rainbow Trout Oncorhynchus mykiss  J, K, N A B I 

151 Smallmouth Bass Micropterus dolomieu  J, K, L, M, N, 
O, P 

A A I 

152 Ohio Muskellunge Esox masquinongy ohioensis SC N E B U 

153 Channel Catfish Ictalurus punctatus  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

154 Walleye Sander vitreus  J, K, L, O A A D 

155 White Bass Morone chrysops  J, K, L, M, N, O A A S 

156 Striped Bass Morone saxatilis  L A C S 

157 Gizzard Shad Dorosoma cepedianum  J, K, L, M, N, O A A I 

158 Redear Sunfish Lepomis microlophus  O B B I 

159 Bluegill Sunfish Lepomis macrochirus  J, K, L, M, O, P A A I 

160 Largemouth Bass Micropterus salmoides  J, K, L, M, O, P A A I 

161 Black Crappie Pomoxis nigromaculatus  J, K, L, M, O, P A A I 



162 Yellow Perch Perca flavescens  J, K, O A A S 

163 White Crappie Pomoxis annularis  J, K, L, M, O, P A A I 

164 Brown Trout Salmo trutta  J, K, N A B I 

n/s Speckled Chub Macrhybopsis aestivalis likely EX M, N C E U 

n/s Rosefin Shiner Lythrurus ardens  N  B U 

n/s Eastern Banded Killifish Fundulus diaphanus 
diaphanus 

 K, M  D U 

n/s Crystal Darter Ammocrypta asprella EX L B n/a n/a 

* Rank derived from Conservation Status Score calculated using Millsap et al. (1990) modified for Ohio 
 
Habitat Association Key   Rangewide Occurrence Key 
A = grassland     A = extensive range (multiple states/Canada) – which includes Ohio 
B = forest     B = periphery of range is in Ohio 
C = wetlands     C = disjunct from main portion of its range; occurs in Ohio 
D = caves & mines    D = center of range in/near Ohio 
E = oak savannahs    E = very limited range with most of its rangewide population occurring in Ohio 
F = Lake Erie islands 
G = boreal communities    Ohio Population Trend Key 
H = riparian corridors    D = decreasing 
I = artificial/man-made environments  I = increasing 
J = Lake Erie     S = stable 
K = Lake Erie Tributaries   U = unknown 
L = Ohio River      
M = Ohio River Tributaries   Species Listing Key   
N = headwater and small inland streams  E = endangered 
O = man-made lakes and ponds   T = threatened 
P = natural lakes    SC = species of concern 
Q = generalist     SI = species of interest 
      EX = extirpated 
Statewide Occurrence Key 
A = broadly distributed (>30 counties) 
B = common (11-29 counties) 
C = uncommon (6-10 counties) 
D = rare (<5 counties) 
E = unknown 
 


