
 

The Ohio Division of Wildlife flew the aerial waterfowl survey 4 October 2016, surveying the Lake Erie marshes and several inland wildlife areas.  

Total waterfowl numbers were approximately 250% higher than the last survey (16 September 2016), but about 34% lower than this time last 

year.  Duck numbers have started to build slightly, but we likely won’t see a large push of birds until we get that first cold front up north.  This 

survey started to document the arrival of early migrants such as American wigeon and Northern pintail.  Compared to other duck species such as 

mallards, which often follow the freeze line south, wigeon and pintails migrate earlier.  Many of these birds will most likely still be around when 

the Lake Erie Marsh Zone waterfowl season begins on 15 October this year.   

While most non-mallard dabbling ducks will readily come in to mallard decoys and calls, incorporating decoys and calls of other species into your 

spread can always add realism.  Species such as Northern pintail and Northern shoveler have large amounts of white on their bodies, which can 

increase the visibility of your decoy spread to passing birds.  Furthermore, while the characteristic quack of the hen mallard is the most utilized 

duck call by hunters, not all ducks quack.  Males of species such as American wigeon, Northern pintail, and the mallard all have distinctive 

whistles and nasally squeaking sounds that they make.  Incorporating a whistle into your call arsenal is one more step you can take to make your 

setup more attractive to ducks this season.   

10/4/2016

Barber/McClain/Witt

Mallard 2,365 20 33 255 0 0 60 286 2 21 0 30 20 150 0 20 3,262

Black Duck 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 60 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 265

Gadwall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wigeon 217 0 10 0 0 0 220 0 215 0 0 0 0 310 0 0 972

Green Winged Teal 1,100 0 0 0 0 0 205 0 70 0 0 0 0 90 0 0 1,465

Blue Winged Teal 1,675 80 0 0 0 0 370 0 105 0 0 0 50 230 0 0 2,510

Northern Shoveler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Pintail 1,400 0 0 0 0 0 315 0 0 0 0 0 0 345 0 0 2,060

Total Dabblers 6,957 100 43 255 0 0 1,170 346 392 21 0 30 70 1,130 0 20 10,534

Redhead 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Canvasback 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Scaup 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ringneck 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ruddy Duck 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Goldeneye 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Divers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Ducks 6,957 100 43 255 0 0 1,170 346 392 21 0 30 70 1,130 0 20 10,534

Canada Goose 1,086 627 15 50 5 0 262 138 475 15 250 142 67 740 305 50 4,227

Snow Goose 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Geese 1,086 627 15 50 5 0 262 138 475 15 250 142 67 740 305 50 4,227

Trumpeter/Tundra Swan 23 10 4 7 7 2 24 4 11 0 0 31 12 0 7 0 142

Mute Swan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Swans 23 10 4 7 7 2 24 4 11 0 0 31 12 0 7 0 142

Total Waterfowl 8,066 737 62 312 12 2 1,456 488 878 36 250 203 149 1,870 312 70 14,903
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