Ohio Department of Natural Resoures
Division of Wildlife

Life History Notes

Spotted Bass

Common Names: Kentucky bass, Spot
Scientific Name: Micropterus punctulatus
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Identification:

The spotted bass looks very much like the
largemouth bass. However, the spotted bass
has a dark spot on the gill cover and spots
or streaks on the lower side of the body. The
mouth, when closed, does not extend beyond
the eye. Also, the spotted bass has a rough
tongue patfch located in the middle of the
tongue while largemouth bass lack the tongue
patch.

Range and Habitat:

Spotted bass are native to Ohio, but occur
only in the low gradient streams in southern
Onhio, particularly the tributaries of the Ohio
River.

Life History:

Spotted bass spawn between mid-April and
mid-June. The males construct nests over rocky
or gravely substrate near cover. Females lay
between 1,100 and 47,000 eggs. Males guard
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the eggs and fry from short time. Spotted bass
feed primarily on microscopic animals, insects,

crayfish, and fishes depending on their size and
availability of forage.

Adult Size:

Spotted bass are usually less than one
pound. However, the state record fish weighed
5 pounds and 4 ounces and measured 21
inches in length.

Fishing Methodes:

Spotted bass can be caught on a wide va-
riety of natural and artificial baits using casting,
spinning and fly fishing gear. The best time of
year to catch spotted bass is May, June, and
July, but they can be caught throughout the
year.



