
2016 Beaver and river otter statewide trapping lottery/rules for 
state-owned or managed properties 

• Interested trappers will be required to come to one of the five wildlife district offices on Saturday, 
October 8, 2016.  Registration begins at 11:00 AM with the drawing to begin promptly at 12:00 PM.  

 
• The drawing will be held to permit trappers with a hunting license and fur taker permit to trap beaver 

and otter (depending on the area) on state owned or managed property.  Each district office will hold a 
separate drawing that will only include properties within their district. See 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/about-contacts/contact-information#tabr2 for locations of district offices. 
 

• Trappers must bring a valid 2016 hunting license, fur taker permit, and be present to be drawn. 
 
• All trappers will fill out a registration form that asks for their top three preferred counties, in the event 

an alternative trapper or late area addition needs drawn in the future. 
 
• Trappers will register and place a ticket in a drum to be drawn for the available areas.  First drawn will 

get first choice and so on until all areas are taken.  If any areas are remaining after every trapper has 
successfully drawn one area, anyone interested in the remaining areas will be re-entered into a second 
drawing until all area permits are given out.  Successfully drawn trappers will be supplied a permit, 
map of area or portion thereof they are allowed to trap, and whether otter are allowed to be harvested 
on the area or any other property specific rules. 

 
• Permits are non-transferable.  If a permit holder determines that they will not use their permit prior 

to December 26th, please notify the district office so this permit may be awarded to an alternate.  All 
assistant trappers need names provided to the district office by December 26th.  After December 26th, 
neither the assistant or permit holder name can be changed after that date. 

 
• No person can be listed on more than three different AREA permits statewide, regardless of 

whether they are the permit holder or the one allowed assistant to the permit holder.  Violations of this 
rule will result in revocation of all permit trapping opportunities. 

 
• All permitted trappers and assistants must be properly licensed.  All legal furbearers may be harvested 

in accordance with established trapping seasons and regulations.  Where river otter trapping is 
allowed, both the permit holder and the assistant may trap the legal limit within their zone. 

 
• Trapping permits that allow access to the refuge portion of Mosquito Creek Wildlife Area will be 

awarded at this lottery for the furbearer trapping season that starts on November 10.  
 

• All trappers are required to submit a beaver/river otter trapping log that details their catch and effort 
for each area.  Trappers must complete and turn in a trapping log for each site for which they are 
permitted.  Logs are due by March 15, 2017.  Failure to submit your log(s) will result in your inability 
to apply for future trapping lotteries. 

 
• Questions can be directed Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM to the any of the following Wildlife 

District Offices (insert website link to district office maps/contact information):  District One - central 
Ohio (614) 644-3925, District Two – northwest Ohio (419) 424-5000, District Three – northeast Ohio 
(330) 644-2293, District Four – southeast Ohio (740) 589-9930, and District Five – southwest Ohio 
(937) 372-9261.  
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