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ODNR Division of Wildlife 
Proposed OAC Rule Changes 

 
 
1501:31-1-02 Definitions  

It is recommended that the following changes be made to this rule: 

To define a tributary as “a stream that flows into a larger body of water.”  This proposed 
change will help clarify the regulations regarding bag limits, length limits and seasons for 
trout, salmon, black bass, walleye, and saugeye. 

It is further proposed that the definition of the "Lake Erie sport fishing district" be amended 
to more clearly define its boundaries.  It is proposed to include the entire length of its 
tributaries or to the first designated landmark in those tributaries. 

It is proposed that the definition of "Minnow" be amended to allow the sale of “mirror” carp 
by bait dealers.  Mirror carp are a variation of common carp and are a popular bait for large 
catfish.  Currently, the definition of a minnow means “any fish of the Cyprinidae family; 
except carp and goldfish.”  It is proposed to change the definition to “any fish of the 
Cyprinidae family; except carp other than common carp, and goldfish.” 

 

1501:31-7-05 Seasons and Limits on Rail, Common Snipe (Wilson’s snipe), 
Woodcock, Gallinules (Common Moorhens), Teal, Geese, and Mourning Doves  

It is proposed that this rule be amended so that in paragraph A the words “of the wild birds 
specified in this rule” are replaced with “migratory game birds” as the rule specifically deals 
with migratory game birds.  This is to help with issues resulting in swans being shot. 

 
“Throughout the state, it shall be unlawful for any person to hunt, kill, wound, take, 
or attempt to take, or to possess any migratory game birds except as provided…” 

 

1501:31-13-07 Special Fishing Regulations for Water Areas Owned or Controlled by 
the Division of Wildlife  

It is proposed to amend this rule to add crappie regulations at Pymatuning Lake which 
would provide for a daily bag limit of twenty crappie, and a size limit of nine inches.  It is felt 
that this change will result in an improved fishery for this highly sought-after species. It will 
also provide consistency with Pennsylvania regulations for Pymatuning Lake. 
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1501:31-13-08 Fish Daily Bag Limits: Protected Species 

It is proposed that the words “direct and indirect” be added in front of the word “tributaries” 
to help clarify what is meant by “Lake Erie and its tributaries” in reference to trout bag limits.  
There is confusion about what exactly a “tributary” is and where this rule applies. 

It is proposed that the words “or surrounding shoreline” be added in reference to 
paragraphs which currently describe a size limit for fish “on the following bodies of water.” 

The reference to the Avondale area will be removed from the rule, the agreement has been 
canceled. 

 

1501:31-13-09 Length Limits on Certain Game Fish 

It is proposed to amend paragraph C of this rule by adding “direct and indirect” in front of 
the word “tributaries” to help clarify what is meant by “Lake Erie and its tributaries” in 
reference to trout size limits.   

This paragraph also contains language that exempts Cold Creek upstream of State Route 2 
in Erie County, and Beaver Creek in Seneca County from the 12 inch minimum length on 
trout.  It is proposed that Beaver Creek be removed from this rule as the Division has not 
stocked trout in Beaver Creek in several years. 

The reference to the Avondale Wildlife Area will be removed from this rule, the agreement 
has been canceled. 

 
1501:31-13-14 Walleye and Yellow Perch Daily Bag Limits in the Lake Erie Sport 
Fishing District 
 
It is proposed to amend this rule to add the word “Sport” when referring to the bag limits 
in the “Lake Erie District.”  This is the correction of an oversight.  The “Lake Erie District” 
is a term used in commercial fishing and the intention of this rule was that it apply to 
sport fishing. 
 
 
1501:31-40-03 Ginseng Certification for Exportation. 

It is proposed to amend this rule to correct a typographical error in paragraph M, where it 
refers to “paragraphs (A) to (CC) of this rule.”  It should read “paragraphs (A) to (C) of this 
rule.” 
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