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his 842-acre w
ildlife area is situated in the gently rolling agricultural region of southw

est O
hio just east of the

Little M
iam

i R
iver, eight m

iles south of X
enia and four m

iles north of W
aynesville. T

he area m
ay be reached by

turning east off U
.S. R

oute 42 onto R
oxanna-N

ew
 B

urlington R
oad.

M
ore than one-third of the area is in cropland and perm

anent m
eadow

 interm
ixed w

ith brushy fencerow
s and

extensive brushy coverts. W
oods cover approxim

ately a third of the area. A
 150-acre lake and m

arsh com
plex are

located on the area’s south edge.
H
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SE
Purchasing of land for this public hunting and fishing area began in 1953. T

he area includes the old Sinclair Fur
Farm

 lake and m
arsh w

hich w
as im

proved in 1954 to provide the present 80-acre lake. In addition to hunting and
fishing, secondary uses such as gun and archery target shooting, and w

ildlife observation have becom
e increasingly

im
portant.

C
ropland is m

anaged to provide good distribution of w
ildlife food and cover in conjunction w

ith the perm
anent

m
eadow

 and w
oody cover. M

ore than 100,000 trees and shrubs have been planted to provide perm
anent w

ildlife
cover.
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Largem

outh bass, bluegill, black bullhead, and carp are the principal fish species.
C

ottontail rabbit, ring-necked pheasant, bobw
hite quail, fox and gray squirrels, w

hite-tailed deer, w
oodchuck,

raccoon, m
uskrat, skunk, opossum

, an occasional coyote, and som
e new

ly arrived beaver are the principal upland
gam

e and fur species. A
 variety of w

aterfow
l are attracted to the lake during m

igration and som
e rem

ain during the
w

inter. W
ood ducks nest here in considerable num

bers. M
allards, black ducks, w

ood ducks, blue-w
inged teal,

C
anada geese, and coots are m

ost num
erous during m

igration.
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he best rabbit, pheasant and quail hunting is found in the open fields and brushy areas; pheasants are also found
in the m

arshy areas north and w
est of the lake.

T
here is a good squirrel w

oods in the northeastern part of the area, and fox squirrels can usually be taken in the
scattered w

oods along the river. D
eer hunting is good throughout the area. R

accoons and w
oodchucks are w

idely

distributed and hunting for them
 is usually productive. T

he best w
aterfow

l hunting is in the m
arsh and the vegetation

around the edge of the lake.
Trapping is productive in the m

arsh and river for m
uskrat, raccoon, and m

ink.
T

he best bass and bluegill fishing is around the num
erous logs and stum

ps and aquatic vegetation in the lake.

W
A

T
C

H
A

B
LE

 W
ILD

LIFE
T

he w
etland com

plex has long been popular w
ith bird w

atchers and other nature enthusiasts as its open w
ater and

m
arshy areas include a large num

ber of unusual birds, plants, and anim
als. V

irtually all of O
hio’s com

m
on avian

residents, as w
ell as typical O

hio m
igrants, are represented. M

ore than 230 species in all have been identified
throughout the area. A

 2.5-m
ile observation trail circles the m

arsh and provides relatively dry w
alking. A

 recently
constructed boardw

alk extends 655 feet into the m
arsh, ending in a 13-foot-tall observation tow

er. T
his structure

w
as built w

ith m
oney from

 the “D
o Som

ething W
ild!” state incom

e tax checkoff. T
he Birds of Spring Valley W

ildlife
A

rea C
hecklist is available at the w

ildlife area headquarters bulletin board. Spring V
alley W

ildlife A
rea is also the site

of a variety of ongoing w
ildlife research projects.
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Facility locations are show
n on the m

ap and include parking lots, access roads, nature trails, shooting ranges, and an
archery course.
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Further inform
ation m

ay be obtained at the W
ildlife D

istrict Five O
ffice, 1076 O

ld Springfield Pike, X
enia, O

hio
45385; telephone (937) 372-9261.
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O
hio’s T

IP, “Turn In a Poacher,” program
 is helping to curtail poaching throughout the state. T

IP is designed to
involve the public in reporting w

ildlife violations. C
itizens w

ho observe w
ildlife violations should call the T

IP toll-
free hotline, 1-800-PO
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